Surviving the FDACS BCM Inspection – Script
1. The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Bureau of Compliance Monitoring, is the state licensing agency in Florida for agricultural pesticide applicators who must be licensed to use EPA registered, restricted-use pesticides.  FDACS uses education, training, and in some cases, enforcement action, to ensure pesticides are used safely and properly. Pesticides classified for 'restricted use' may be applied only by or under the direct supervision of a certified pesticide applicator.  Certified pesticide applicators are properly trained and licensed to handle and apply restricted use pesticides. 

2. In addition to licensing responsibilities, ways that staff with the Bureau of Compliance Monitoring help to ensure the safe use of pesticides are:   
by performing routine inspections of pesticide manufacturers, distributors and retailers to ensure that restricted-use pesticides are sold only to licensed applicators and that quality storage and labeling standards are followed by manufacturers and distributors; by routinely inspecting the facilities and operations of all types of private and commercial pesticide applicators, as well as government agencies that are using pesticides. Inspections include a review of application records and an evaluation of product labels to ensure that use, storage, disposal and safety requirements of pesticides are being followed.  These activities are designed to ensure that pesticides are used properly without adverse effects on humans or the environment; 

3. by immediately investigating reports of pesticide misuse or violations of our regulations (applications by unlicensed applicators, incorrect use, improper storage or unauthorized sale of pesticides); by obtaining samples of pesticides for laboratory analysis to ensure that no contaminants are present above legal limits and that guaranteed ingredients are present in amounts identified on the label; by regulating chemigation - the application of agricultural chemicals through irrigation systems.  The Florida Pesticide Law requires that backflow prevention devices be installed on irrigation systems through which agricultural chemicals are applied.  The purpose of the chemigation program is to protect our groundwater from contamination in the event of backflow from the application equipment.  Inspections are made to determine if these systems are in compliance with the law and its regulations. The Bureau of Compliance Monitoring employees more than 30 inspectors throughout the state to carry out this massive, but vital task. The inspectors are involved in additional areas besides pesticides only; but also, their programs deal with seed, feed, and fertilizer. It is important to recognize the importance of their mission and their overall goal is to protect the consumers of Florida.

4. With that introduction in mind, this module has 3 basic learning objectives: *the first objective is to answer the basic question of why are agricultural pesticide compliance inspections necessary; *if your operation is selected to undergo an inspection, it is helpful for you to know and understand the components that an inspector will ask about and want to document, *and finally, to answer the question, what are the consequences of my facility for being out of compliance.

5. Many will ask the question: “why do we have to go through facility inspections?” *The main and obvious concern is you – your personal safety. There is an old saying that safety has no quitting time; make safety your number one priority. *The protection of your family members is a priority – the day-to-day operations on an agricultural establishment contains many risks that you may not give second thought to, but some should be obvious, such as proper storage of pesticides. Fortunately, pesticide exposures are not a common occurrence, but when they do occur, the results can be devastating. Data exist from Poison Control Centers that cite more than one-half of the poisonings reported occur with children less than 6 years of age. Fortunately again, not many of these exposures involve pesticides directly, but most commonly household cleaners and disinfectants are the culprit. The potential accident about to happen in this photograph is inexcusable within any pesticide storage facility – no matter how large or small. A key item that inspectors will look for involves the condition of products held in a facility and if they are contained in their proper packaging. *Your workers’ safety is also a component of the inspection as the Worker Protection Standard comes into effect and is enforceable as law.

6. There are additional important reasons why the Bureau conducts inspections of pesticide facilities. *Protecting operations that store agrichemicals probably came more into the forefront following the 9-11 incident. It was this incident, and more than any other incident in history, that made us step back and look at how we conduct business with agrichemicals. Even the Oklahoma City bombing incident involving ammonium nitrate did not cause such an alarming demand for fortifying agrichemical storage security. Although these occurrences were catastrophic, the potential for trouble is a reality for any facility. *In 1984, a major pesticide manufacturing plant in Bhopal India had a major release of toxic gas that killed at least 3,000 people and was responsible for injury to as many as 600,000 people. Eventually, 15,000 of these people later died. It was this incident that gets the notorious blame for the world’s worst industrial disaster. This is only one example, but an extreme example, of such an accident. You can probably think of examples of smaller magnitude that have occurred near your operation. *Another compelling reason for compliance inspections hits home to all of us – not just agricultural producers. And, that is protection of our natural resources. I have never met a single person in the agricultural industry who does not enjoy at least one outdoor activity involving our natural resources – hunting, fishing, wildlife watching, hiking, camping, boating, and the list is endless in the state of Florida. Our air and water resources are critical for the success of our agriculture, but also for our lives, as well as for all life forms. This is just a short list for why we have inspections of our agricultural establishments. When you think about it, it just makes good common sense.

7. A compliance inspection of an agricultural facility is very comprehensive. Let’s walk through an overview of the process and later we’ll go into more detail in discussing what actually happens behind the scenes during an inspection. *One of the first questions asked by the inspector is if restricted use pesticides are handled on the property, and if so, the inspector will ask for a restricted use pesticide license and will verify. Through every facet of the inspection, photographs will be taken for verification and future evidence, if necessary. *Records of pesticide applications will be necessary to be available during the inspection. The records are necessary because they fall under two Federal laws – the Worker Protection Standard and the Federal Recordkeeping Requirements of Applications of Restricted Use Pesticides. There are also some Florida rules that may apply to some establishments. These may be the Organo-Auxin, Aldicarb, and the Bromacil Rules. The inspector will ask specifically if any of these pesticides are applied on the establishment; and if so, records of their applications should be made available accordingly. The accuracy and completeness of the records will be reviewed; we will discuss later the critical elements necessary for a complete record, because this is an area of confusion for many. *The inspector will ask to tour the storage area where pesticides are held and will be interested in seeing the area where pesticides are mixed and loaded into the application equipment. If chemigation is a practice on the establishment, the equipment will be checked for an acceptable anti-siphoning device. While in the storage area, the inspector will remove a label from a package and use the label to conduct an applicator interview. The label that is chosen during the inspection will be based upon one of the products that was listed in the application records which were inspected earlier. If a label for the product of interest is not available, the inspector may likely obtain one from another source – such as the internet or one that may be kept on file in the office of the establishment. *It will be that label that serves as the basis for the applicator interview, which may be with you directly, or it can be with one of your employees who made the application. The basic information that will be asked during the interview are based upon the information contained on that label regarding the application directions for the application chosen in your records. *The final portion of the inspection will involve compliance with the Federal Worker Protection Standard, covering all aspects – training of workers and handlers, worker notification of pesticide applications, displaying of central information, the location and supplies present in decontamination sites, and worker and handler interviews to verify the components of the Worker Protection Standard. So, you can see that an inspection is indeed comprehensive.

8. Ok, let’s get started with the inspection. As soon as the inspector arrives at your place of business, he or she will properly introduce themselves. They may also have their regional boss with them who will also identify themselves. They will present their Bureau of Compliance Monitoring license to you for official purposes and explain the reason for visiting you. Remember, they can arrive on any establishment without a prior appointment, so you may likely be already engaged in some work activity. Regardless, establishment owners should be cordial and courteous in understanding why the inspector is present and doing this job. Remember the reasons we discussed earlier in this module, and you’ll have an appreciation for the work that they must conduct. The inspection will go more smoothly with full cooperation; granted, it is often difficult and even trying to stop what you’re doing to make accommodations, but please be open-minded.  

9. Remember that the inspection is not necessarily a one-way street for the inspector. You, the operator, as well as employees, of the establishment have every opportunity in the world to ask questions regarding your facility, pesticide laws, how you can make compliance more efficient in your operation. This is also the opportunity to take advantage of having any confusion cleared up concerning compliance with pesticide laws. Remember, Florida is an extremely complex state when it comes to pesticide laws – one of the most complex in the nation. Your inspector can serve a valuable purpose here. Also remember that is a major objective of the Bureau of Compliance Monitoring to serve an educational role – take advantage of their knowledge and experience. Think of this inspection as a two-way means of communication.

10. There is a lot of paperwork involved with the inspection because of necessary documentation and legal reasons. One of the first items on the inspector’s list will be to verify your valid restricted pesticide use license or a valid applicator employed with your establishment. The inspector will generally proceed to check your pesticide application records to ensure that they meet the Federal and State regulations. So, why is keeping application records necessary?

11. There are many benefits to keeping such records. *As a manager, you will want to know what worked and what did not work so well in your pest management plan. This management is very key to managing for avoidance of resistance to a certain class of pesticide chemistry. Your records will indicate how often and how much a particular class of pesticide was applied to any given site. *Having done this, you will be able to better your pesticide use planning for future decisions. *The pre-harvest interval stated on pesticide labels is one form of insurance that our food supply is safe and does not contain residues at harmful concentrations. The inspector, during the use inspection, when he refers to the label of the product you used based on your records, will ask you if you complied with the pre-harvest interval and if that it is consistent with the label. *Mistakes do occur, and if you detect an unacceptable level of crop injury or pest control failure, you may want to consult your records to see if there were potential problems with the application. Mistakes such as this can happen, especially on a larger establishment that employs several people who are responsible for making applications – directions are sometimes given third party. *Accurate pesticide-use information can assist the Environmental Protection Agency in its risk-assessment process for pesticides undergoing Re-registration. Knowledge of what pesticides are used, and on what crops, is important information for risk-assessment processes. Recordkeeping can help in the process to preserve registrations for minor-use pesticides – and Florida has many crops considered to be “minor” in the big scheme of our nation’s agriculture. *This is a worse-case scenario and we hope this will never happen to you. But, the ability to provide information on the use of pesticides, in the case of medical treatment, benefits the applicator, agriculture producer, workers, and medical personnel.

12. Keeping records of all pesticide applications, regardless of classification status, just makes good business sense. There are always issues with liability, especially in a state such as Florida, where urban areas commonly are adjacent to lands in agricultural production. The first legislation mandating recordkeeping of pesticides was issued in 1995 with the Federal Restricted Use Pesticide Recordkeeping Requirement for Private Applicators. Florida pesticide law enforces this requirement, so let’s review those elements that are necessary to record.

13. The necessary elements are, for the most part, fairly straight-forward. They include the date of the application, the start and end time of the application, the actual person’s name who makes the application with their license number if they are licensed, the location or description of the treated site, the target site or crop, and the total size of the treated area. There is flexibility in how to record the location or description of the treated site – this may be recorded using the county, range, township and section system; you may have your own numbering or code system for your establishment, and this is acceptable; an id system used by the USDA; or, the legal property description. Most establishments use a system that was likely in place for many years.

14. Continuing on, the remaining elements are the brand name of the product applied, the EPA registration number for the product, the total amount of product applied and the application method. There is some confusion with a couple of these items as seen in inspection of applicator records. First, the EPA registration number is the number that is most often found on the very front of the label, usually directly below the ingredients statement. The second area of confusion is on how to record the amount applied. This does not mean to record the total volume of mix in the tank, such as 300 gallons; but, to record the actual amount of the formulated product – by taking the rate per area and multiplying by the size of the area treated. For example, if the rate used was 8 ounces per acre and 30 acres were treated, then the proper amount to record would be 240 ounces, or you may convert this to the larger standard English units, depending upon formulation.

15. For a full explanation of the regulation, you can refer to the University of Florida/IFAS publication, titled “Pesticide Recordkeeping,” by going to our on-line EDIS site. The EDIS site address is shown here in red font and contains many publications addressing agriculture.

16. There are also records required for all pesticide applications, not just restricted use pesticide applications, if the Worker Protection Standard applies to the establishment. So, any operation that employs people who are not immediate family members will need to keep these records. They are similar to the last requirement we just reviewed, but contain a few differences; so, let’s go over this one. There are not as many elements required with the WPS record as the restricted use record, but you have the option of keeping these separate if you wish. You’ll see that the items are similar – date of application, start and end times of the application, location or description of the treated site – it may be designated just as was discussed earlier, the pesticide brand name, and the EPA registration number for the brand. There are two differences with this record – the pesticide’s active ingredient and the product’s restricted entry interval must also be taken down. Most operators find that the simplest way to keep a proper record is to include all of the items mentioned as outlined by the two Federal requirements, then their obligations have been fulfilled.

17. Are there any required forms that must be used for making the records? The answer is no, as long as those elements we reviewed are recorded. Many establishments are using spread-sheets entered electronically that are either home-made or there are some private vendors who market recordkeeping software. Whatever you feel comfortable with and works for your particular operation is fine. A form that was made by the Bureau of Compliance Monitoring is shown here. This is a useful form because it contains all the items specified by both laws. Each item is identified by a “W” and/or “R” to designate which law requires it.

18. There are also state-specific recordkeeping requirements for certain pesticides and if chemigation is practiced on the establishment. *Organo-auxins include herbicides such as 2,4-D, 2,4-DB, dicamba, triclopyr, MCPA, MCPB, and MCPP. The main concern with these materials is that they cause injury to several hyper-sensitive crops grown in Florida, including tomato, pepper and cotton, among several additional commodities. For this reason, there are restrictions on wind speed and direction and the distance they may be used from such sensitive crops. *The restrictions on aldicarb are primarily the application date window and the distance of application from wells. Also with aldicarb, application permits are required and must be obtained from the Bureau of Compliance Monitoring. *Methyl bromide is a fumigant that poses as a potential inhalation hazard, therefore there are application and safety equipment precautions necessary to help ensure applicator safety. *Bromacil is used for weed control primarily in citrus; its concern is movement into groundwater, therefore there are limitations on the soil series that it may be applied. *Chemigation is practiced on some agricultural establishments; and if so, proper anti-siphoning devices must be installed to prevent backflow of pesticides into the water source.

19. Ok; now that all the records are in order, let’s walk over to the storage area where pesticides are held. In an ideal world, storage would not be an issue if we could use what we purchased within a single season. But, the reality for most Florida producers is that pest management is a year-round concern because of the nature of our crops and environmental conditions. The main things that the inspector will look for at the storage area is to see if the facility appears to be secure for those very same reasons that were presented earlier, so make sure that you keep it locked. In this photograph, you’ll see a good example of a secure storage area; also note that it is well marked with signage.

20. Let’s go inside and take a look. The inspector will check to see if the pesticides in the facility are stored according to their label directions. Everything appears to be in good shape here – all pesticides are held in their original containers; all containers are properly closed; and, all containers have intact, legible labels. 

21. Here’s a good idea for any storage facility; that is, to have a spill kit on hand. It contains things such as absorbent material and containment snakes in the event of liquid spills. Hopefully, it will never be necessary to use this spill kit in this facility. Another good idea is to keep an inventory list of the materials held in the facility – they’re checked in once they enter and are recorded in this notebook. Now, we’ll take a look at a few examples that should not take place within a pesticide storage facility.

22. It’s always a good idea to store dry materials overtop  of liquid materials. The reason is that if a liquid is stored overhead and spills on a dry material, then there will be a real mess to deal with and both materials will have to be dealt with for disposal. So, if at all possible keep dry materials separated from liquids, or at least keep them over the top of any liquids. We see that with several bags here. Also, if at all possible, all materials regardless of formulation should be up off of the floor – hurricanes and heavy rains are prone in our state, so water that may enter this facility will quickly find its way to dry materials.

23. This is also not a good example of what should occur within the storage area – keeping PPE with pesticides. Here, we see a Tyvek suit hanging beside the materials. Always keep PPE in a separate area.

24. Spilled materials from torn bags should be cleaned up off of the floor, and rebagged if possible by repairing the torn bag or placing in a different bag that has the original bag’s label attached. Another option is to load the material into a spreader and apply it to a labeled site.

25. Old materials are problematic in some storage facilities – there are disposal programs that operate in Florida. The two bags on the right are in such a state of decay, that the identity of the material can’t be determined. At least the bag of the material on the lower right was placed in a plastic trash bag. On the left, notice that the barrel is sitting on a containment pallet. A good idea while holding old pesticides slated for a later disposal date.

26. Operation Cleansweep is a program funded for agricultural establishments, including farms, pest control services, and golf courses, to contact for free pick-up of leftover pesticides. Priority of program funding is targeted towards private operations. The deadline to make a request is usually in mid-December, but the program is a success story because it is a free service and basically, no questions are asked during the pick-up. The toll-free number to call for more information or to see if you can be added to the list is shown here.

27. For University of Florida facilities, the campus Environmental and Health Safety provides a variety of helpful services, including free pick-up of unwanted pesticides as part of their services. They can be reached by calling 352-392-1591 or, you can submit your request by going on-line at the website address shown here.

28. Let’s step outside of the storage area and check out the mix/load pad. Several things that the inspector will look for will be to see if decontamination supplies are nearby – soap, water, single-use paper towels, eyewash, and a clean change of clothing, such as a Tyvek suit. Here we see an emergency shower with eyewash station. Also note that the pad is sloped downward to its center and on its sides are curbs for self containment purposes in the event of a large spill. Another item the inspector will enquire about is if there is an air-gap maintained between the fill-hose and the applicator rig’s tank. This is necessary to prevent back-siphoning of pesticides into the water supply. As a double-precaution, many establishment have installed anti-siphoning devices into their plumbing. Ok, so we appear to be fine here. 

29. Here is a good idea for a mix and load site – a drain that has a sump pump installed for pumping rinse water out into a holding tank. Rinse waters can be disposed of by using them as a small percentage of the makeup mix water and then applied to a labeled site. Let’s move on to the next part of the inspection.

30. Let’s assume that while inside of the storage facility, the inspector pulled a label from one of your containers – for the example, let’s say Lannate was selected. This was one of those products where he saw in your application records that you had applied it recently. Now, he’s going to conduct an interview with the person, it may be you, who made the actual application. What is he going to ask? We’d better review the main points that he is going to want to discuss with you.

31. This should be an obvious question for the inspector, because it is one of the cornerstones of pesticide labeling. He will ask this question: “Are the target sites on the establishment listed on the label?” In this example, we’ll assume that cabbage was the crop where the application was needed; since cabbage is approved on the Lannate label, then so far, so good.

32. The next question is this: “Are rates consistent with the label?” We had a fall armyworm outbreak to control and since fall armyworm is listed in the cabbage section of the label, it states to apply between 11/2 to 3 pints of product per acre. The armyworms were still in a small stage, so we used the 11/2 pint rate. This will be verified by your records, which the inspector will have in front of him. It was applied with a standard field sprayer which is not prohibited by the label, so we’re ok.

33. They will ask about when you harvested the crop and compare that with your application records to see if the application date was far enough back for the pre-harvest interval to be followed. For cabbage treated with Lannate, that interval is only one day, so we’re still fine.

34. They will ask if there was supplemental labeling for the application. With Lannate and cabbage, there is not. If there were, the inspector will ask you if you had the supplemental labeling in your possession at the time of the application. Supplemental labeling is designed to give directions for a specific use of a pesticide that is not on the standard fully-approved label.

35. There will be questions asked about the availability of PPE and ask you what you wore during the application while they are checking that section of the Lannate label. In this case, we see that the applicator should have worn a long-sleeved shirt and long pants, chemical-resistant gloves, shoes plus socks, and protective eyewear. Whoever mixed and loaded the equipment with the Lannate had extra PPE precautions needed. In some inspections, the inspector may even tell you to go put on the PPE that you wore for the application and come back to demonstrate that you do indeed have it and you knew what to wear. The inspector may ask you to do this before even asking what you wore.

36. For the type of application we made with the Lannate, there are no special posting requirements necessary. If the Lannate was applied through a chemigation system, there is label wording regarding additional posting besides that required by the WPS. So by following the WPS language in the Agricultural Use Requirement box on the label, we’re ok. With this product, it states that the restricted entry interval, or REI, is 48 hours. This will also be enquired about during the WPS portion of the inspection. We see that if the Lannate was applied to grapes, then dual worker notification would be necessary. We’ll explain this section in greater detail a little later.

37. The inspector will ask you the following: “When you poured the last of the Lannate from the container, what did you do with the container?” The standard practice is to triple rinse, put the rinsate into the tank, puncture the container, then go about with your business. They will also ask about if you had any excess mix when you completed your job. The proper way to dispose of excess mix is to apply to a labeled site. And then, they will ask you what you did with the empty container. There are several options here, most go to the landfill; sometimes there are nearby recycling events, and in some locations in the state, burning is not banned by local ordinance. Now let’s go to the Worker Protection Standard portion of the inspection.

38. We’ll assume that you employ workers outside of your immediate family to work on your operation, so WPS will apply. The inspector will ask you to show your central information display. Often, this in a break room, shop area, or office where workers congregate at the beginning of the work day to get their assignments. There are several items that must be seen at this display – the EPA-approved safety poster with the local medical facility contact listed, and application information – this was discussed earlier in the recordkeeping portion. Here we see a display that happens to be outside of the main shop and office area. The display can be placed anywhere that is available to all workers on the establishment, but logically in a place where they know where it is located and convenient to them. The inspector will look at the application information to see if there are applications listed that were made within 30 days – the information needs to be left posted from the date of the application until 30 days following the prodcut’s REI. Since Lannate has a 48-hour REI, we’ll leave the record up on the board for at least 32 days. It can be left as long as you like, but as long as it is at least 32 days in this case. We’re doing a good job so far with the WPS inspection. 

39. Let’s see if the workers and handlers on the establishment are being trained properly. If they are already a certified and licensed applicator, then they are considered trained. But, if not, training for handlers needs to be conducted before they participate in any pesticide handling task. If they are workers who don’t handle any pesticides, then they must be trained within their first 5 days on the job. Some inspectors will suggest for you to go ahead and train all as handlers. The reason is that a person who is trained as a handler can conduct training on the establishment. Another good reason to do this is because you may find yourself in a bind one day with a shortage of workers and need some help with handling tasks. That problem with training will have already taken care of itself if trained as a handler. What is the approved method of training? There are several; but most commonly, establishments are using the EPA-approved WPS video. It is available from several sources. Always, always, always have documentation of your training on file. Have your workers and handlers sign a roster of the training including the date and method of training that was used. The inspector will ask you for this documentation and will check the date that the training was conducted. It must be done at least once every 5 years. Make it a standard part of hiring a new employee and do it immediately before even sending them out the door. It is surprising how many violations are found with this part of the inspection – the most common area of violation in Florida regarding the WPS. The video with time for allotted for any questions only takes about 45 minutes to conduct.

40. Ok; everyone is trained and accounting for. Now let’s see if they have to, for any reason, enter the treated area during the REI. Remember that our Lannate REI is 48 hours. Since there was no harvesting, weed control, or irrigation activities to take place during this time, we didn’t send workers out. If it so happened that there was early entry, the inspector will ask about the PPE that was worn – again, found in the Agricultural Use Requirement box of the label.

41. The inspector will also ask questions about worker notification of pesticide applications. If a greenhouse is being inspected, the inspector will specifically ask if the proper warning signs were posted. Keep in mind that if a fumigant was used, then the specific fumigant use sign should be posted. With most pesticides, only an oral warning is required and no posting is necessary. The establishment manager certainly has the option of posting signs as well if he or she chooses to do so. If posting signs are used, the inspector will also ask about when the signs are put into place and taken down. The WPS requires that signs for posting applications should be put in place within 24 hours prior to the application and taken down within 3 days after the end of the REI. This is a common mistake – not removing the signs. If the inspector notices workers in an area that is posted, the assumption will be made that the workers are in an area that has been treated and is within an REI.

42. How do you know which type of notice, oral and/or posting, should be used? This is found in the Agricultural Use Requirements box of the product’s label. In our Lannate example, we see that workers should be notified by warning them orally and by posting warning signs at entrances to treated areas, but only if an application was made to grapes. Many labels will not state specifically which manner to notify workers; if this is the case, only an oral warning is necessary. Oral warnings should be given in a manner in which workers can understand and should include the location and description of the treated area, the product’s REI, and not to enter while the REI is in effect.

43. In our Lannate example, the inspector will ask you if the person who handled the product was monitored visually or by voice at least once every 2 hours. This is required under WPS for pesticides whose labels have a skull and crossbones symbol, such as Lannate. If a fumigant is used in a greenhouse, the handler must have continuous visual or voice contact with another trained and PPE-equipped handler.

44. There are specific instructions for handlers that the inspector will ask about. These questions will include asking you if you assure that handlers read the label or are informed about the label requirements for safe use before performing any handling activity, if the handler has access to the product’s labeling during handling activities, and if a commercial handler is contracted, that you inform that commercial handler of any treated areas, REI’s, and entry restrictions on the establishment that they may be within ¼ mile of.

45. Also concerning commercial handlers, they are required to notify the establishment of application information before making the application. The purpose of this is so that the establishment owner can, in turn, notify his employees of the application with the proper information regarding the products that are used.

46. The inspector will ask the following regarding emergency assistance: is prompt transportation to an emergency facility available for employees who become sick or injured by pesticides and is information provided to medical personnel regarding the pesticide to which employees may have been exposed?

47. We briefly mentioned items that should be at a decontamination site earlier, but let’s discuss in more detail. Specifically, the inspector will check to see if there are the necessary items for the decontamination site. These should include soap, single-use towels, and enough water for washing and emergency eye-flushing. There should be 1 pint of eye flush immediately available to handlers using pesticides requiring protective eye wear and to early entry workers when working in areas treated with pesticides requiring protective eye wear for early entry. You’ll also be asked if the site is within ¼ mile of the work site. A site may be portable, such as the one shown here or permanent. Many establishments make portable kits containing the decontamination supplies and keep them on the equipment or vehicle that is near or used by workers. Decontamination supplies should be provided to workers entering treating areas until 30 days following the REI’s expiration and they should also be provided for early entry workers during and after early entry.

48. For handlers, there should be enough water provided for washing the entire body in case of an emergency; there should be a clean change of clothing provided, such as a Tyvek suit; decontamination supplies should also be located at the mix/load site; any handler decontamination supplies should be kept out of treated areas unless they are in an enclosed container; and, they should be located where handlers remove PPE for washing thoroughly after handling activities.

49. The inspector will ask handlers if they have been instructed in the safe operation of any handling equipment before it is used, if the equipment is inspected and repaired before each day of use, and if the employer assures that only trained and PPE-equipped handlers repair, clean, or adjust any handling equipment that contains pesticides or pesticide residues.

50. The inspector will ask if the employer provides the handler with the appropriate PPE and if it is clean and good working order, if the applicator wears the PPE and uses it correctly, if filters are replaced on respirators when required, if there is a clean place to store PPE, put on and remove PPE, and if the handler employer takes appropriate measures to prevent heat-related illness for handlers using PPE.

51. Well, the inspection is completed. As you can see, pesticide use inspections are very detail-oriented and take time to conduct. The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has the right to enforce any violations detected in the inspection. Actions that they may take include any of the following: warning letters, fines that vary in the amount depending upon the nature of the violation, suspensions such as suspending an applicator’s license, or referral to the EPA for follow-up. 

52. We gratefully acknowledge these organizations for photo credits. Mention of trade names in this presentation is solely for providing specific information. It is not a guarantee or warranty of the products named, and does not signify that they are approved to the exclusion of others of suitable composition. Use pesticides safely. Read and follow directions on the manufacturer’s label.
